Uptake of lead and its influence in the alga Selenastrum capricornutum printz.
The influence of nutrient level, hours of fight and the flux of air by volume of solution on uptake of lead has been examined from batch growth experiments carried out with the alga Selenastrum capricornutum Printz. The organic matter released by the alga has been characterized in terms of absorbance at 285 nm, dissolved organic carbon and maximum intensity of fluorescence at the excitation peak. The lability of lead complexes formed with the alga exudates has been investigated in terms of differential pulse anodic stripping voltammetry (DPASV). It has been noticed that lead inhibits the division of the cells which become bigger in size but with less pigment per cell.